CHAPTER XII
E"A collected her thoughts about Thibet, not
that she had any thoughts, only various, more
vague than various, scraps of information. The
Great (was he Great or Grand?) Lama died and the
new Lama was chosen because he was born at the
exact moment of the Great Lama's death, for at that
moment he had received the Great Lama's soul. Not
unnaturally he was difficult to find. How in a time-
less country discover so exact an hour?
It is curious that each religion should seek some
strange precision, the very search for which would
seem a negation of faith.
Every church represents a canalisation of belief,
And yet without discipline there is no form. Form
is a morality forced upon the arts, morality avenging
herself upon the arts. And in religion an easy toler-
ance meant to be a gift to others ends by being our
gift towards ourselves.
Lisa wondered why, given the Timelessness of
Time, the exact moment of the transference of the
Great Lama's soul to the body of a newly born
child should matter so much. But in every religion
does not the concrete play a part even though the
part be the part of a symbol?